
If you are not invited to attend Bridge Academy after the placement test, you 
can assume that you will be placed in Pre-AP English.  

 

2019 Summer Reading Instructions 
English I  

 

Directions (Academic):  

• Academic English students will read two (2) books. You are responsible for acquiring these books yourself. 

• All academic English students MUST READ The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian. 

• All academic English students will take a multiple-choice reading check quiz on September 3rd or 4th, 
depending on their schedule over The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian.  

• For their second book, all academic English students will choose one of the titles from the academic list 
below. 

• All academic English students will complete a project on this second book, their book of choice.  

• All projects will be due September 3rd-4th, depending on their schedule.  

• The last day that Mrs. Vestal will accept late submissions will be September 9th. There will be a late penalty. 

 

Directions (Pre-AP):  

• Pre-AP English students will read two (2) books. You are responsible for acquiring these books yourself. 

• All Pre-AP English students MUST READ The Kite Runner. 

• All Pre-AP English students will take a multiple-choice reading check quiz on September 3rd or 4th, depending 
on their schedule over The Kite Runner.  

• For their second book, all Pre-AP English students will choose one of the titles from the Pre-AP list below.  

• All Pre-AP English students will complete a project on this second book, their book of choice.  

• All projects will be due September 3rd-4th, depending on their schedule.  

• The last day that Mrs. Vestal will accept late submissions will be September 9th. There will be a late penalty. 

 

I. The Books  
 
MUST READ (ACADEMIC):  

 
Title Author Synopsis (from amazon.com) 

The 
Absolutely 
True Diary of 
a Part-Time 
Indian 

Sherman 
Alexie 

“Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the 
Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior 
leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school 
where the only other Indian is the school mascot.”  

 
MUST READ (Pre-AP):  
 

Title Author Synopsis (from amazon.com) 

The Kite 
Runner 

Khaled 
Hosseini 

“The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a wealthy 
boy and the son of his father’s servant, caught in the tragic sweep of history, The Kite 
Runner transports readers to Afghanistan at a tense and crucial moment of change and 
destruction. A powerful story of friendship, it is also about the power of reading, the 
price of betrayal, and the possibility of redemption; and an exploration of the power of 
fathers over sons—their love, their sacrifices, their lies.” 

 



 
CHOOSE 1 TO READ (ACADEMIC):  
 

Title Author Synopsis (from amazon.com) 

The Sun is 
Also a Star 

Nicola Yoon “Soon to be a major motion picture starring Yara Shahidi and Charles Melton! The #1 
New York Times bestseller and National Book Award finalist from the bestselling 
author of Everything, Everything will have you falling in love with Natasha and Daniel 
as they fall in love with each other!” 

Uglies Scott 
Westerfeld 

“The Uglies series has more than 3 million books in print, has been translated into 
twenty-seven languages, and spent more than fifty weeks on the New York Times 
bestseller list. Now all four books feature fresh new covers and will reach an even 
wider audience. Tally’s adventures begin in Uglies, where she learns the truth about 
what life as a Pretty really means.” 

The Evolution 
of Calpurnia 
Tate 

Jacqueline 
Kelly 

“In this witty historical fiction middle grade novel set at the turn of the century, an 11-
year-old girl explores the natural world, learns about science and animals, and grows 
up. A Newbery Honor Book.” 

Warm Bodies Isaac 
Marion 

“In Warm Bodies, Isaac Marion’s New York Times bestselling novel that inspired a 
major film, a zombie returns to humanity through an unlikely encounter with love.” 

As Brave as 
You 

Jason 
Reynolds 

“When two brothers decide to prove how brave they are, everything backfires—
literally—in this “pitch-perfect contemporary novel” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review) 
by the winner of the Coretta Scott King – John Steptoe Award.” 

I Will Save 
You 

Matt De La 
Pena 

“Kidd is running from his past and his future. No mom, no dad, and there’s nothing for 
him at the group home but therapy. He doesn’t belong at the beach where he works 
either, unless he finds a reason to stay.” 

 
CHOOSE 1 TO READ (PRE-AP):  
 

Title Author Synopsis (from amazon.com) 

Extremely 
Loud and 
Incredibly 
Close 

Jonathan 
Safran Foer 

“Nine-year-old Oskar Schell has embarked on an urgent, secret mission that will take 
him through the five boroughs of New York. His goal is to find the lock that matches a 
mysterious key that belonged to his father, who died in the World Trade Center on the 
morning of September 11.” 

Never Let Me 
Go 

Kazuo 
Ishiguro 

“As children Kathy, Ruth, and Tommy were students at Hailsham, an exclusive 
boarding school secluded in the English countryside. It was a place of mercurial cliques 
and mysterious rules where teachers were constantly reminding their charges of how 
special they were. Now, years later, Kathy is a young woman. Ruth and Tommy have 
reentered her life. And for the first time she is beginning to look back at their shared 
past and understand just what it is that makes them special—and how that gift will 
shape the rest of their time together.” 

A Thousand 
Splendid 
Suns 

Khaled 
Hosseini 

(Same author as Kite Runner!) “Born a generation apart and with very different ideas 
about love and family, Mariam and Laila are two women brought jarringly together by 
war, by loss and by fate. As they endure the ever escalating dangers around them-in 
their home as well as in the streets of Kabul-they come to form a bond that makes 
them both sisters and mother-daughter to each other, and that will ultimately alter 
the course not just of their own lives but of the next generation.” 

Hitchhiker’s 
Guide to the 
Galaxy  

Douglas 
Adams 

“Seconds before Earth is demolished to make way for a galactic freeway, Arthur Dent 
is plucked off the planet by his friend Ford Prefect, a researcher for the revised edition 
of The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy who, for the last fifteen years, has been posing 
as an out-of-work actor.” 

Animal 
Dreams 

Barbara 
Kingsolver 

“At the end of her rope, Codi Noline returns to her Arizona home to face her ailing 
father, with whom she has a difficult, distant relationship. There she meets handsome 
Apache trainman Loyd Peregrina, who tells her, ‘If you want sweet dreams, you’ve got 
to live a sweet life.’” 

 



II. Project Options 
 

Directions: Choose one of the following options to complete for your book of choice (NOT The Absolutely True Diary 
and NOT The Kite Runner).  

 

Option 1: Map   

• Create a map of the main character’s journey. If there is more than one main character, you may choose which 
character to focus on.  

• Include actual or figurative places the character goes. Include representations (pictures) of settings, events, and 
people your character encounters on his or her journey.  

• You need between 8-10 places on your map. Label each place on your map with a short description that identifies 
the place and explains why it is important to the main character’s development.  

• Your map should be colorful, neat, and accurate to the novel. Images should be original. Stick figures aren’t 
acceptable, but your drawings will not be judged on drawing ability, just neatness.  

 

Option 2: Photo Album  

• Draw a series of 8 “photos” that the main character may have taken throughout the novel. If there is more than one 
main character, you may choose which character to focus on.  

• These photos must represent important events, characters, or places from the book. If they are “selfies,” they 
should have backgrounds that show significant settings.  

• Include a caption or a description for each photo from the perspective of the main character that identifies what is 
happening in the photo and why that photo is important to the main character’s development.  

• Your photo album should be colorful, neat, and accurate to the novel. If you would prefer, you can use 
http://www.storyboardthat.com/ instead of drawing. Make sure you print your story for submission.  

• Hand-drawn images should be original. Stick figures aren’t acceptable, but your drawings will not be judged on 
drawing ability, just neatness.  

 

Option 3: Timeline  

• Create an illustrated timeline of important events from the novel that influence the main character. If there is more 
than one main character, you may choose which character to focus on.  

• Identify time markers (years, months, days, or times).  

• Write a brief summary or description of each event on the timeline and include why the event is important to the 
main character’s development.   

• Include at least 8 important events with at least 5 illustrations that represent various events.  

• Your timeline should be colorful, neat, and accurate to the novel. Images should be original. Stick figures aren’t 
acceptable, but your drawings will not be judged on drawing ability, just neatness.  

 

Option 4: Instagram Account  

• Draw an Instagram profile for the main character or one of the main characters from your book. 

• This profile should include a picture, username, # of posts, # of followers, # following. 

• Include at least 8 posts. Each post should have a hand-drawn, original picture, a caption, and 1-2 hashtags. 

• There should be posts from the beginning, from the middle, and from the end of the book. Your post should include 
what is happening to the main character at that time and why those events are important to the main character’s 
development.  

• The profile should be colorful, neat, and accurate to the novel. Stick figures aren’t acceptable, but your drawings will 
not be judged on drawing ability, just neatness.  

 

Option 5: Video Diary 

• Use https://animoto.com/ to create a video of the main character that includes 5 “diary entries.” If there is more 
than one main character, you may choose which character to focus on.  

• Each diary entry should have the main character (you or a puppet) reflect on a key event from the story. Consider 
costumes, props, music, and background. These should change from entry to entry. 

• This reflection should could a description of what happened from the perspective of the main character with their 
resulting thoughts and feelings. These should be in your own words.   

http://www.storyboardthat.com/
https://animoto.com/


III. Reflection  Student Name: ________________ 
 
 

This page will need to be submitted with your project! 
 

Directions: Read through the rubric below. Circle the box on each row that you think best describes your work. Then 
complete the reflection question at the bottom.  
 

 0 1 2 

Information 
(x2) 

Insufficient. Captions do not 
demonstrate understanding of 
the text, may not be linked to 
images, may be out of order, or 
may be missing entirely.  

Sufficient. Captions or 
descriptions show adequate 
understanding of the text. Are 
clearly connected to the image.  

Thorough. Captions or 
descriptions show thorough 
understanding of text and 
clearly convey importance of 
image.  

Images (x1) Insufficient. May not meet 
requirements outlined in 
instructions or may be difficult 
to understand. May not focus 
on the main character. May 
not be original 

Sufficient. Meet the 
requirements outlined in the 
instructions and the images are 
“legible.” Images generally 
depict important scenes.  

Well-developed. Meet or 
exceed the requirements 
outlined in the instructions. 
Depict people, places, or ideas 
that are essential to the main 
character’s journey.  

Overall 
Professionalism 
(x1)  

Disorganized or messy. 
Presentation of information 
detracts from content.  

Clean. All words are legible, 
and images are clear. 
Information is presented in an 
organized manner.  

Finessed. Clearly a finished 
product. Information is 
presented effectively.  

  

6=100               5=90              4=80               3=70               2=60 1=50 
 

Question: What grade do you think you deserve for you work? Explain why you deserve that grade. Use language from 
the rubric above.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

IV. Signature 
 

This project accurately represents this student’s own reading of the assigned novel. The work presented is 
his/her original work. The student did not use supplemental materials to complete this assignment. The 
parent did not assist the student in the completion of his or her assignment.  
 
_______________________________   _________        ________________________________     ________ 
      Student Signature                                       Date                 Parent Signature            Date 
 
 
Disclaimer: Parents, please review the books that your student is reading for their summer reading project. Some of 
these books have adult themes. If you believe these books to be inappropriate, please reach out to Mrs. Vestal 
(rebecca.vestal@houstonisd.org) to arrange for an alternative assignment.  

mailto:rebecca.vestal@houstonisd.org

